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Welcome to our new Keepers for 2016! 

Patty Sullivan & Mitchell Thorp have been working as caretakers and 

traveling for the past several years. When their son (and only child) 

Matthew headed off to college, they decided to move to Western 

North Carolina and settled in the beautiful town of Brevard known as 

the "Land of Waterfalls".  A year later, the opportunity to sell their 

fifteen year old software consulting business and after getting the 

new buyer situated, they set a new course in life. 

 

For the next few years, they traveled across the US in their pickup truck 

camper visiting National Parks, friends, and family. Along the way, they 

had jobs care-taking on San Juan Island, WA, Barra de Potosi, Guerrero, 

Mexico, and Isla Mujeres, Quintana Roo, Mexico, and even took a three 

month  side trip to travel by bus throughout Peru. 

 

Returning to Brevard, friends with limited knowledge were planning to 

open a new guesthouse/B&B. They asked for Patty and Mitchell’s help  

with their background in caretaking and in business. Patty & Mitchell es-

tablished the  Brevard House and got it up and running as the care-

takers. They spent just over a year there before deciding it was time to 

move on. Wintertime, just like here in Maine, is a slow time for tourism 

and was the ideal time for them to make the change. 

 

Currently, between care-taking positions, they are working on a project 

building custom cabinets and built-ins in a home renovation.  They are 

really excited about being selected as the Seguin Island Light Station 

caretakers for the 2016 summer season. They look forward to keeping 

everyone informed about happenings on the island and their experience 

as our keepers for the upcoming season. 
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Welcome Friends, 

Happy Spring 2016! 

It is a new year and lots has been happening here on the mainland to get ready 

to open Seguin on Memorial day. During the winter ,while the island has been 

closed up tight, we have been planning and meeting with the respective com-

mittees getting the “to-do lists” ready for the summer.  

The Board of Directors met for our first strategic planning session with another 

planned for April. The focus of these sessions will result in our renewed focus on 

membership, development and further island upkeep.  

This year’s on island projects will include re-pointing the bricks on the main 

house and continuing to make patchwork repairs to the tramway. We have sub-

mitted an application to the National Guard for help to rebuild the tramway. If 

our application is accepted that work will begin in 2017. In the meantime, we 

will be running the tram on an emergency basis only.  We are submitting several 

grants to help with the re-pointing of the bricks. This is a big job and, while we 

have many capable volunteers, none of us are masons. We have an estimate 

of$195,000!!!!! Care to donate some bricks and mortar? 

I am grateful for our members, like yourself ,who continue to support FOSILS 

each year. It is with your involvement that we can preserve the historic nature 

of the island including all of the buildings   and most importantly the safe bea-

con to so many mariners,. A very big thank you to the countless hours each of 

our board members and volunteers have given to ensure we continue to create 

the welcoming atmosphere and are able to share the unique history of this very 

special island.  

Our Facebook presence has kept all of us excited about Seguin Island during this 

winter. The photos many of you shared are spectacular… thank you.  

Our new staff person, Cyndy Carney, comes to us with plenty of years of Seguin 

experience. She has been President of the Board, was keeper in 2007 and has 

been on the on island committee for 20 years. Please welcome her when you 

call or visit the office. 

If you have not made it out to the island yet, we hope to see you this summer. I 

look forward to seeing you on the island! 

Deb McKenna                                                                                                                                                  

President 

 

 

 

DEB MCKENNA 

 

Message From Our President 
From The Fog Signal… 

 Opening Day is Memorial 
Day , May 30, 2016 

 Seguin Island Light Station 
and a story about past keep-
ers, the Ramseys, were fea-
tured in the January/February 
2016 issue of Lighthouse Di-
gest. 

 Team FOSILS came in 2nd 
place at Main Street Bath’s 
event “So You Think You 
Know Bath”  

 We are raffling off one Free 
night in the guest quarters—
value $250. Tickets are $10 
each or 3 for $25. Available at 
the FOSILS office or First Fed-
eral Savings. For more info, 
call 207-443-4808. 

 Join Georgetown’s 300th An-
niversary July 23, 2016! We 
will be there. 

 We are now accepting reser-
vations for our guest quar-
ters. Call our office at 207-
443-4808 or email keep-
er@segiunisland.org. We look 
forward to seeing you there! 

 

 



HENRY LIPIAN 

 

Visit with  a Past Keeper 

What brought you to Seguin in the first place? 

I was promoted to First Class Petty Officer in September of 1975 and was supposed to 

stay on at my then assignment to Boating Safety Detachment in Huron, OH. I had 

planned on being there another year with a transfer to a cutter afterwards. However, I 

received orders for Sequin. I was originally told it was a family light station. It wasn’t 

until I called Group Portland that I found out it was a stag tour (needless to say my wife 

wasn’t happy and neither was I), but the CG is military and orders are orders. 

What were the dates of your service? 

I served on Seguin from February of 1976 to February of 1977.  I was the Officer 

in  Charge and was a first class machinery technician (MK1). 

What was your most memorable experience while on duty at Seguin? 

I think the one that stands out the most was a very stormy night the summer of 1976.  The shore cable that provided power to the 

station from the mainland had fractured months before and the Coast Guard was having a difficult time getting it repaired.   In the 

meantime, we were running our power from a single emergency generator that was never designed for 24-hour operation for over a 

period of months.  On that stormy night, the generator began to stop running, setting off the alarms in  the building.  There were 

only two of us on the island at that time, myself and Orita Bridgeman.  By the time we got  to the generator room, the engine had 

stopped and when I  looked back at the power, the light was out and the fog horn had stopped as well.  With emergency lighting and 

tools we repaired the engine, set off to start it again, but the  battery had not recharged and it was dead.  It was one of  the large 24 

volt batteries and without it we  could not restart the generator.  I then remembered that the donkey engine used in the shack down 

by the boat ramp also  had a 24 volt battery, but it was all the way down at the bottom of the tramway. Since it was pouring rain, it 

was wet and very slippery.  Orita and I grabbed our rain gear and a wheel barrel 

and we walked down the  tramway; disconnected the battery and placed it in the 

wheel  barrel.  Now, the tough part was pushing the wheel barrel back up without 

falling off or dropping the  battery.  We had to take  turns back and forth between 

one of us pushing the wheel barrel and  the other holding on to the railing.  As we 

crested the  top of the tramway where you could see the tower, my  heart sank to 

see the light dark and the sound of the fog  horn silent. We did make it to the top 

and back down to the  generator room . We replaced the battery by flash-

light. The  best sound I heard was the starter engaging and turning over  the gen-

erator and then the engine caught and we had power back.  The 360 degree fixed 

white light was back on, the horn was blowing and Orita and I were beat.   

What have you been doing since? 

I left active duty USCG in 1979 and went on to become an Ohio State Trooper for 8 years, remaining in the USCG reserves. During my 

reserve time, I became a commissioned officer and served at Great Lakes Search & Rescue and overseas during Desert Shield/Storm in 

Manama Bahrain. I have since left the Highway Patrol and have my own business a running crash investigation and reconstruction ser-

vice out of Grafton, OH. We investigate motor vehicle, boating and aircraft crashes all over the U.S. 

Have you been back to Seguin? 

No. In 1994, I had to be in ME for business and  I drove to Popham Beach and looked at the island from the shore. After I left, I swore I 

would never go back, but time heals all wounds. I would love to visit the island and even spend the night. It would be great to bring my 

wife to show her where I was all those months. When I was at Sequin my daughter was only 3 months old and when I would go home on 

compensatory absence, she would cry when she saw me because she had no idea who I was at that time. 



MRASS Installed on 
Seguin 

(Mariner Radio Acti-
vated Sound Signal) 

In January the Coast Guard 
installed the new Mariner 
Radio Activated Sound   
Signal on Seguin Island. This 
system enables mariners to 
activate the fog signal by 
using their VHF radio – key 
5 times consecutively on 
channel 83A. The Coast 
guard reports “the existing 
VM-100 fog detection sys-
tem is antiquated, unrelia-
ble and inefficient. Spare 
parts are also extremely 
limited and no longer being  
manufactured” In fact the 
signal on Seguin has not 
worked properly for the last 
10 years! There is no longer 
an automated fog detection 
system. The signal will 
sound the same and the 
light characteristics remain 
the same. Seguin is one of  
17 stations to have the 
MRASS system installed this 
year.  All charts will be 
marked  with HORN 
(MRASS). So look for us and 
beep your VHF 5 times on 
channel 83A to hear from 
us! 

 

 

 

Many Thanks! 

The Board of Directors of FOSILS meets monthly in the First Federal 

board Room—a very comfortable and convenient meeting space—

one more way they show their support. Once again, we appreciate all that First Federal Savings 

and Loan and their employees do to support our efforts.  

MEMORABILIA  

 

New Items in Our Gift Shop! 

FOSILS has a store full of goodies—something for everyone—from sweatshirts to 

Christmas ornaments and coffee mugs. Check us out on the web at 

www.seguinisland.org or visit the on island gift shop between Memorial Day and 

Columbus Day! 

Our all new Travel Mug will surely help to lift those Monday 

blues. The interior is double wall insulated to keep your 

beverage at your desired temperature and features a non-skid 

bottom with a leak-resistant thumb slide plastic lid. Plus, this 

tumbler fits most automobile cup holders 

and is made with a stainless steel exterior 

and BPA-free polypropylene plastic interior. 

Not microwave or dishwasher safe. 

Just $10  * plus S&H. 

Our new Boat Tote. This is 100 percent Natural Cotton Nautical

-inspired tote with heavy cotton chord drawstring top and a 

zippered back pocket. It is great for boating, resorts, sports or 

travel.  

Just $18 * plus S&H. 

Our all new whimsical animals sit 8 “ 

tall, and are so unbelievably soft. With 

these plush toys you’re guaranteed to 

find your new huggable favorite!  

Just $10 * plus S&H. 

*As with all gift shop items, all proceeds go for the maintenance & preservation of 

the Seguin Island Light Station 



Seguin Island 

Opens Memorial Day  

May 30, 2016!!!!!! 

 Visit the Museum 

When you plan your next visit to 

Seguin be sure to allow plenty of time 

to soak up the historical information 

and displays in our museum. Feast 

your eyes on the original newspaper 

announcing George Washington 

commissioning the light. See pictures 

of the Spinney family and how they 

kept a self sustaining life on the 

island. Visit the barn site where as 

many as 13 children attended school 

or take the scavenger hunt around the 

island.  

We are always looking for volunteers 

for our Wednesday Warriors and for 

hardware needed for on-island 

projects. Right now, our on-island 

workshop is in need of some  tools that 

will live up to the hard use our 

volunteers dish out. If you would be 

interested in learning how you can 

volunteer or donate one of these much 

needed tools, please contact 

keeper@seguinisland.org 

 Shark saw 

 Fein Multi Master 

 Milwaukee Drill 

 Sawzall 

 Makita Jig Saw 

LEND A HAND OR A HANDY TOOL 



SUPPORT 
 

What can you do to keep the light shining  

Volunteer 

Every Wednesday the keepers come off the island to run 

their errands and volunteers go out in their place to do work 

and act as docents for the day. The boat typically leaves at 

6:30 am and returns at 3:30 pm It is a lot of hard work but is 

always a fun day. Bring your own lunch and good spirit. To be 

included in the volunteer e-mail list contact 

keeer@seguinisland.org 

Become a Member 

Be a proud member of Friends of Seguin Island Light Station!! 

Get discounts on transportation to the island, memorabilia 

and events. Enjoy knowing that you are one of the special 

people helping to keep the light shining. Thank you for your 

support. Membership can be purchased  on our website 

through pay pal and be payed through monthly installments. 

Donate 

Your dollars go a log way to maintaining the jewel 

that is Seguin. This years projects include re-

pointing bricks and renovating the tram.  OIC 

would also benefit from some new or slightly used 

tools . THANK YOU!!! 

Friends Of Seguin Island Membership Form 

NAME(S):________________________________________  PHONE:_________________________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________CITY_________________ST____ZIP________ 

EMAIL: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my (our) contribution for membership in the Friends of Seguin Island Light Station , a non

-profit corporation, organized for the purpose of maintaining and preserving Seguin Island Light and 

its historic structures.  

CC#__________________________________  Exp Date____/_______    

Signature _________________________________________________ 

Membership Level (See page  7)  / Donation Amount ______________ 



Georgetown to celebrate 300 

years!! 

Come celebrate with us on July 

23rd. The parade starts at 2:00. 

Raffle tickets available  for one 

night stay on  Seguin are 

available  now at the  Seguin 

office  Drawing will take place 

on July 23rd. Tickets $10 each or                           

3 for $25 

Tickets available through FOSILS office.  

207-443-4808 

“If you’ve ever slept on an island you’ll never 

be quite the same………..” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Become a member—Spend the night   

One of the perks of membership includes the 

ability to spend the night on the island in our 

guest quarters.  As many as 5 people  can 

stay for up to 2 nights in this 2 bedroom one 

bath  accommodation. Linens ,drinking water  

and the best views in the mid-coast of Maine 

are complimentary. 

Membership Levels: 

First Mate (16 and younger)   $10.00 

Captain   $30.00 

Seguin Family   $ 55.00 

Assistant Keeper   $100.00 

Lighthouse Keeper   $ 250.00 

Commander   $1000.00 

 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more infor-

mation about our services 

and products  

Friends of Seguin      Island 

Light Station 

72 Front Street Ste 3 

Bath, ME 04530-2657 

(207) 443-4808 

keeper@seguinisland.org 

Visit us on the web at 

www.seguinisland.org 

Mission 

To distinguish Seguin Island Light as part of Maine’s heritage, fostering                

connections with our area’s history for generations to come! 

2016 Board of Directors 

Deb McKenna—President 

Anne Morong—Vice President 

Kim Emerson—Secretary 

Deanne Morong—Treasurer 

Julie Casson •  Ethan DeBery •  Nat Hicks  •  Tom McNamara   •  Rose Mulligan  • 

Amos Wright  • Ken Young 

 

Friends of Seguin Island Light Station 

72 Front Street, Ste 3 

Bath, ME 04530-2657 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Help Keep the Light  Shining, Donate Today. 


