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To distinguish Seguin Island Light Station as part of Maine’s heritage,  
fostering connections with our area history for generations to come. 
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Our Caretakers for the 2011 Season have been selected.  
Meet Amy Powers and Nathan Power.  

 
Nate & Amy are both native Maniacs with Amy 
growing up in Bath and Nate in Phippsburg.  After 
spending a year in China teaching English, followed 
by graduate studies in Virginia, Amy recently earned 
a Master's Degree in International Politics & Econom-
ics.  Nate is a licensed 2nd Mate in the US Merchant 
Marine and has spent the majority of the last five 
years working on various oil tankers & cargo ships 
around the world for the Military Sealift Com-
mand.  Prior to his sailing career, Nate spent his sum-
mers volunteering on Seguin Island, and has managed 

to convince Amy it would be a good idea to be lighthouse keepers.  In addition to their duties as 
Keepers they hope to pursue their varied interests in anything out-of-doors, spinning yarn, garden-
ing, fancywork knotting, and mandolin playing. 
 
"I'm at a point where I can take a break ashore, and there are few places better to spend a summer 
than Seguin" says Nate "Amy will be starting her professional career soon and unless she gets a 
really good job, I'm going to be back to sea soon enough, so we figured it was now or never.  I 
can't wait to put my on-island experience to work for the Friends of Seguin, just hope Amy will be 
okay with the composting toilet.  We are both really excited to be the Keepers this year."    
 
"Oh, the composting toilet will be just fine I'm sure," counters Amy, "but Nate is going to 'level the 
cone' every time.  I refuse on principal".  
 

PLEASE HELP US REDUCE COSTS! 
 

 In the effort to expand our membership data base we can reduce postage and printing costs by 
emailing you the newsletter. Added bonus - electronic newsletters have the benefit of color photos. 

Contact us at: membersemail@seguinisland.org with your email address.  
Thank you! 
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Presidents message from Dee Perry 

Dear Friends, 

Well, it seems as though Spring is taking a bit 
longer than usual to actually “spring” forth. 
But we have to prepare now to organize the 
Spring chores, so we will be ready to welcome 
our 2011 Caretakers – Nate and Amy on May 
25th. 

I am excited and proud to announce that we 
have a new look with an updated website. 
Thanks to Eric Dolbec, of SimpTech, who 
spent many dedicated hours as web master and 
who did a fabulous job with our techno-savvy 
design. We are still tweaking the site, but 
please be sure to give us a visit online at 
www.seguinisland.org.  

Plans are already underway for our 2nd Annual 
Summerfest to be held at the Maine Maritime 
Museum in Bath, Friday, July 29th. Come en-
joy a fun evening with delicious Brynes ca-
tered buffet, lively music, and bid on great 
auction items with John Bottero, auctioneer 
from Thomaston Place Auction Galleries. See 
the Summerfest article for details.  Be sure to 
save the date! 

Lately we have been receiving numerous in-
quiries of “How can I help?” Besides the obvi-
ous answer of giving financial help, we have 
put together a list in the newsletter to let you 
know the areas where we could use your ex-
pertise. Please review our wish list and call or 
email the office so we can add your name to 
our volunteer database. We truly need your 
help! 

As always thank you very much for your gen-
erous support. Dee  

Friends are family and we have Seguin Sisters  

by Judy Reeves, Office Manager FOSI 

We recently became closer to our sister Seguin 
this month. I visited Seguin, Texas and met with 
Mayor Betty Ann Matthies and the Director of 
the Chamber of Commerce, Sherry Nefford-Esse. 

Although pronounced differently we share the 
same commitment to preserving our name, heri-
tage and historical significance. Seguin, Texas is 
pronounced like “Sah Geen” where our light-
house is “Se Gwin”. Like I said on Facebook, 
“What’s in a name? Seems quite a lot”. 

I discovered a delightful community of just over 
25,000 about 30 miles west/northwest of San An-
tonio, Texas adjacent to the Guadalupe River. I 
found a beautiful town square with a statue of 
their beloved Juan Seguin, memorial commemo-
rating the 100 year centennial, a fountain and ga-
zebo. We have invited them to visit our Island 
and hope that they can take us up on that. If you 
are traveling to the great state of Texas, you must 
stop in and visit Seguin! 

Picture below is of the Mayor and Judy. Mayor 
Matthies is holding the bust of Juan Seguin. 

Notice to all Members 
- The Friends of Seguin Island Annual Meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 18, 2011 at 6:00 PM. 
Members are invited to attend this meeting held at the Bath police station. If you have an agenda item 
or any questions contact the Seguin office at 207-443-4808 or email keeper@seguinisland.org.  
- Reminder: get your requests in early for the use of the guest quarters this season. Space is limited 
and we want everyone who is interested to have the opportunity. Call or email your desired dates. 
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2011 Seguin Island Ferry Update  
After a busy season last year, the Seguin Island Ferry will be adding a few days to the schedule this 
season. New this year will be scheduled service on Fridays, in addition to the Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Sunday rotation from last year. These trips all depart Popham at 11am and return at 
2:15pm.  After many inquiries about being able to stay on the island for a longer visit, Capt. DeBery 
is proud to announce the option of going to the island for the whole day on Wednesdays. A few de-
tails are yet to be worked out but these trips will likely leave before 7am and return after 4pm, so 
pack a lunch and your hiking boots! Rates will remain the same as last year, $20 members and $25 
non-members.  For more information contact:     www.fishntripsmaine.com or 207-841-7977   
 

Friends of  Seguin Island Light Station are seeking sponsors  
for our 2nd Annual “Summerfest” 

 

This is our major fundraiser for the year. 
July 29th 2011, Friday evening, at the Maine Maritime Museum from 5:30pm to 9:30pm.  This fun 
event will feature live music by local musicians, Byrnes catered buffet, a lively auction by Joe Bot-
tero and a 2011 Caretakers “Life on Seguin” presentation. 
Tickets are $25.00 and with advanced purchase of tickets, admission to the museum is free on the 
day of the event. 
The live auction will offer many exciting items; boat trips, kayaking, lobsters, artwork, a weekend on 
Seguin and much more! 
Friends of Seguin is a non-profit organization that distinguishes Seguin Island Light Station as part 
of Maine's heritage, fostering connections with our area history for generations to come. 
We are looking for donated auction items, ticket sellers, and helpers to work during the event. We 
hope you will take part in making our Summerfest a great success. 

Please contact DD Morong a 442-8711. 

Thank you 

Summerfest Committee 
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Volunteer Recognition 

The 2nd Annual Volunteer Recognition Benefit was held March 10th at the Montsweag roadhouse 
with live entertainment by local comedian, John Ater. 
Our special guest of the evening was Cyndy Carney. We honored the passion and commitment to 
Seguin Island Light Station she has sown over the years. 

Come May, Cyndy is first on the island for the opening and at 
season’s end, the last off the island for closing. 
We spoke of her many accomplishments, incorporating quotes 
from her colleagues Dave Power, who emphasized the work 
she continually give; Kate Power who wrote about unforgetta-
ble experience shared as 2007 caretakers; Ken Young whose 
quote summed up her pledge to Seguin- “She steered the Ship 
of Seguin when she was President with grace, wisdom, and ef-
ficiency; never hitting any rocks or going aground. She is part 
of the regiment of those who have great passion for Seguin Is-
land; everything on it and everything it represents. She has 
been able to draw together people to work on the island and 
financially support it as well.” 

Yes, that is the Cyndy we know and admire. 

 Friends of Sequin Volunteer Opportunities 
Volunteers are vital in making sure our purpose of maintaining, preserving, and renovating Seguin 
Island Light Station is fulfilled. But there is more help we need from volunteers to ensure that Seguin 
remains an historic treasure to be enjoyed by visitors for many years. Please read through the follow-
ing wish list and let us know how you can use your skill as an important Seguin volunteer. 

Please  circle the item you are interested in and send to our Bath address or email in your interests 
and we will contact you with volunteer opportunities!  Thank you for your interest in the Friends of 
Seguin Light Station.  

On-Island 
 Spring cleanup 
 Fall close up 
 Ground maintenance/lawn mowers 
 Gas/diesel maintenance 
 Electrical 
 Carpentry 
 Painting 
 Tramway maintenance 
 Boat transportation for work parties 
Public Relations  
 Writing expertise 
 News articles for all Forms of Media 
 Grant Writing 

Development 
 Long range planning 
 Capital campaign work  
Museum/Education 
 Research and organize news articles  
 Maintain historical data and artifacts 
 Speakers to make presentations at schools and 

community organizations 
Events/Publicity 
 Events set up/break down 
 Ticket sales 
 Memorabilia sales 
 Publicity work for events 
 Art design 
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New Memorabilia for sale! 
We have some new items in our memorabilia 
store. Thanks to France Cousin, one of the 2010 
caretakers, has supplied us with five beautiful 
views on Seguin Island. These have been 
turned into postcards and are available for 50¢ 
each. This particular photo is made possible by 
the courtesy of Duane Prugh. Thank you France 
and Duane. These are wonderful additions and 
show the beauty that is Seguin Island. 

Seguin Island Light Station Membership Form 

NAME(s):________________________________________________      TELEPHONE: (___)____________________ 

ADDRESS:_______________________________________        CITY:________________________ 

STATE:____ZIP: __________                 EMAIL:___________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my (our) contribution for membership in the Friends of Seguin Island, a non-profit  organization established for 
the purpose of maintaining and preserving Seguin Island and its historic structures. 

   ——- My check is enclosed OR  MasterCard/VISA Credit Card No.:________________________________ 

 Expiration Date: ______________      Signature:________________________________________________ 

Or you can pay with PayPal on the website.  Gift membership for ________________________________ 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR SUPPORT!FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  

Membership Levels 

First Mate (16 or younger) (   ) $ 10 

Captain        (   ) $ 30 

Seguin Family     (   ) $ 55 

Assistant Keeper    (   ) $ 100 

Lighthouse Keeper   (   ) $ 250 

Commandant      (   ) $1,000 

Donation       (   )  

Please send all donations, membership re-
quests, and correspondence to: 

Friends of Seguin Island 
72 Front Street, Suite 3 

Bath, ME 04530 
 keeper@seguinisland.org 

www.seguinisland.org 

Thank you! 

Many of you responded to our request for 
“donations needed” in our last newsletter and we 
want to thank those who generously responded. 

Fascia board * the many donors. 

Paint * from Lowe’s 

Microwave * Beverly Ramsey 

Artwork *  Suzanne Marinell 

Coffee Maker * Brian Patten 

Give the perfect gift! 
The gift of a membership to Friends of  
Seguin. What a better way to acknowledge 
a special occasion and you don’t have to 
worry if it is the correct size or color! 
The form is printed below. Thank you. 
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Augustin-Jean Fresnel – The Lord of the Lens 
 
It was a pleasure to read Jack Graham’s essay on Lighthouse Terminology in the last issue. Last year my col-
league Michael Kreindler* and I made a presentation at the Patten Free Library in Bath concerning the history 
of all the lighthouses on the Kennebec River, from Seguin to Merrymeeting Bay. 
 
Needless to say, in the process we also became students of Lighthouse Terminology. As a result, I would hum-
bly make a slight correction to Jack’s description of the Fresnel Lens, as it refers to the example of our mag-
nificent First Order Fresnel Lens at Seguin. 

 
 
 
 
  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This lens does not magnify, and is not “reflective”. 
Fresnel’s genius was to use many separate lenses to refract the source light so that it leaves the lantern on a 
path parallel to the horizon  
 
In other words, it captures light that would have otherwise been wasted shining upward or downward and 
sends it out on the plane of the distant observer. The effect is to expand the source light upward and downward 
so it appears to be as tall as the lens … which would appear to be 12 feet tall at Seguin. Prior to the advent of 
electricity, this style of lens was primarily used with lights presenting a “fixed” or continuous (non-flashing) 
characteristic. 
 
There are Fresnel lenses that magnify, but they are meant to be rotated to pre-
sent a flashing light characteristic to the mariner, thus distinguishing them from 
other nearby lights. 
Such a lens might appear thus (right), the concentric prisms concentrating the 
light into the “bullseye” area, thereby creating a pulsed intensity as the lens 
turned at a carefully regulated rate.  
This picture shows the Fourth-Order “Bullseye” Fresnel lens that once served 
the Cuckolds Island Light Station northeast of Seguin at the entrance to 
Boothbay Harbor. It now can be seen at the Lighthouse Museum in Rockland. 

* Michael Kreindler is the co-founder of The Range Light Keepers, who now 
maintain the Range Lights at Fiddlers Reach, just below Bath on the Kennebec 
River. 

Fred J. Kahrl  

former Seguin lightkeeper - USCG 
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A BRIEF PRIMER ON LIGHTHOUSES FOR VOLUNTEER “KEEPERS” 
By Jack Graham 

(2005 Caretaker at Seguin Island, Maine) 
  Light Sources continued from issue #52: 
 

Ami Argand (1750–1803), a Swiss scientist, developed the first major advance in lighting in 1792. It was a 
nearly smokeless lamp with a glass chimney and a reservoir for oil. This lamp did not direct the light; it was 
left to others to come up with various styles of reflectors. A parabolic-shaped reflector, coated with silver, 
proved to be the most efficient. Numerous Argand lamps, each with its own reflector, were mounted in large 
iron frames and installed in lighthouses. Some had mechanisms to revolve the frame assembly. 
 

In 1808, Winslow Lewis (1770–1850) patented a lamp that was basically a copy of the Argand lamp, except 
that it incorporated a parabolic reflector. It was described as a “reflecting and magnifying lantern.” Lewis’s 
patent was purchased by the government for $20,000. Apparently, Lewis’s lamps consumed much less oil than 
those used previously. Lewis also was given a seven-year contract for “fitting up and keeping in repair, any or 
all of the light-houses in the United States or territories thereof.” His contract was renewed in 1816; appar-
ently, Lewis was the main builder and repairer of U.S. lighthouses until his death in 1850, as well as the sup-
plier of lamps, reflectors, and oil. 
 

In addition to a reflector behind the lamp wicks, Lewis’s lamps used a magnifying lens in front, something he 
had apparently copied from early English lighthouses. The British Lighthouse Service had concluded that the 
lens was not effective and discontinued its use, yet American lighthouses continued to use this reflector/lens 
system for many years.   
 

Although the lamps that Lewis provided were efficient for their time, they did not really produce much use-
able light. Tests showed that even with a good-quality reflector, only about 17 percent of the light produced 
actually was sent out as visible light to mariners. Each lighthouse needed many lamps. An early list of naviga-
tional lights, titled “Schedule of the Light Houses and Beacons in the United States,” states that in 1833 a total 
of 160 light stations exhibited a total of 1,932 lamps, or an average of twelve lamps per lighthouse. Thus, even 
though each lamp was stingy with oil, the total number needed resulted in large oil consumption, as well as the 
associated cost and work of obtaining, transporting, and storing the oil and tending the many lamps. 
 

By the early 1900s, the incandescent oil vapor (IOV) lamp had supplanted the lamps of Lewis, Funck, and 
Meade. These were similar to today’s camping lanterns. The kerosene fuel, under pressure, was vaporized 
onto a cloth “mantle” and the burning produced a much brighter light than earlier lamps.  The IOV remained 
state-of-the-art until electric bulbs replaced oil lamps. 
 

Acetylene gas also came into use in the early 1900s. Tanks of this gas allowed lights to be “unmanned” be-
cause they only required refilling once a week or so instead of daily. Acetylene was most often used on off-
shore buoys and on piers, but some traditional lighthouses also were converted.    
 

An interesting book on French lighthouses (i.e., De Phare En Phare, by Jean Guichard, 2007; From Light-
house to Lighthouse) states that at least one of the keepers of a light was required to be well experienced in the 
“preparation and clarification” of oils. Three types of oil were apparently mixed together to give the optimal 
burning qualities: olive oil, sperm-whale oil, and “rabbet” (?) oil. I do not know the date of this requirement. 
Although no reference has been found regarding American lighthouse keepers mixing oils, there is no reason 
to believe that it was not a common practice worldwide.  
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Friends of Seguin Island 

72 Front Street, Suite 3 

Bath, ME 04530-2657 

Remember our updated Website! 
Visit us on the web at www.seguinisland.org. 
We have more information about Seguin, 
memorabilia items for sale and donations that 
can now be made through PayPal. We appre-
ciate your feedback and a visit to our web site 
and to our Facebook page.       See you there! 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Dee Perry, President      Ethan DeBery, Vice President 

Ken Young, Secretary          Irene Martin, Treasurer 

Peter Bacon       Steve August         Tom Morong   

Jim Bennett     Deanne Morong     David Platteter 

Fred Kahrl   Cyndy Carney     Joyce Pye      Susan Victor 

Nat Hicks          Barbara Paiement         Ellen Womer 

FRIENDS OF SEGUIN ISLAND 
72 Front Street, Suite 3, Bath, ME 04530 

Telephone: (207) 443-4808 
Judy Reeves—Office Manager 

keeper@seguinisland.org     www.seguinisland.org 

Announcing the Summer Internship 

 The intern partnership with Morse High 
School will continue this summer. After an ap-
plication process consisting of a written essay 
and an in-person interview, FOSI will select a 
junior for the summer internship. The student 
will assist with event planning and participate 
in on-island activities and office tasks. Also, 
the student will receive school credit and a 
scholarship of $250. Last year's intern Jaanna 
Malcolm was a delightful addition to the or-
ganization and this year's student will surely 
follow in her footsteps. 


