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President’s Message 

Greetings Friends, 

After a winter that we Mainers did not think would ever end….’Green is the new White!’   

We are all enjoying the early summer events of putting away those snow shovels and getting out the lawn 

mowers and planting our gardens; any excuse to get outside! And Seguin Island is no exception. 

I am happy to report a mid May trip out to Seguin to set up our Summer 2015  Keepers, (T’Ann, Larry and 

Bandit) did not disappoint. Many volunteer hands made the reopening list of jobs go rather quickly and 

somewhat painlessly, however, with the unloading and lugging, it was apparent a few of us spent too many 

hours indoors this past winter. 

We have a full list of “projects” that will be a focus in the coming days. With that said, we can always use 

the extra hands of anyone interested in joining the Wednesday Warriors. Give Catherine, our Office Man-

ager, a call (207-443-4808)and she can fill you in on the details, or better yet visit our web site! 

Our Tram is in rough shape and will be the focus of some major repairs. In a effort to keep this the “oldest 

working tram in New England” we will be kicking off a “Trampaign” to start the rather lengthy and expen-

sive process.  Look for more to come on this front!    

We will have a float in the Heritage day parade —- give us a shout as we walk by. 

Summerfest6 will be here in no time (July 24) and we anticipate a full house 

for this event, so get your tickets early…  meet our Keepers, enjoy live enter-

tainment, new buffet and beverage offerings, raffles, silent auction and least of 

all a live auction caps it off. 

We look forward to seeing you all visit our great island to experience a slice of 

history, breathtaking Maine beauty and tour Seguin Island Light Station in all 

its glory. 

Sincerely, 

Deb McKenna    

FOSILS President 
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OPENING DAY 
 
May 16th was the grand opening day for Seguin Island Light Station.  Bob & Michelle Smith 
made two trips to the Island and Ethan DeBery also transported Cyndy Carney, Rick Mayo, and 
new caretakers T Ann and Larry Naugle, Anne & Greg Bridgman, Ken Young, Mike Boonstra, 
and Anne Morong and Deb McKenna. 
We landed and unloaded belongings, lots of water, and T-Ann’s and Larry’s dog Bandit. 
Greg got the water running while we opened up the buildings and assessed the winter’s damage.  
We lost a lot of shingles on the engine house and quite a few on the main duplex.  Other than 
that all fared pretty well. 
The museum was unpacked and artifacts distributed.  We replaced all the batteries in the smoke 
detectors and set up the Guest Quarters.  Mike started mowing the lawns  and the gift shop was 
arranged.  We placed historic markers in their places. 
It was wonderful to return to Seguin and begin another season of  activities.  The Wednesday 
Warriors started their weekly trips to the Island on May 20th when the summer keepers come off
-island for the day. 

NOTE OF INTEREST 
 

We recently learned that the Southeast Lighthouse of Block Island, Rhode Island has a First Or-
der Fresnel Lens.  Their lens came from a lighthouse in North Carolina.  We also recently 
learned that our lens is called “an Operational, Classical 1st  Order Lens!” 

MEET THE KEEPERS FOR 2015 
 

Larry, T-Ann, and Bandit 
 
T’Ann’s history began at Seguin where her father served as a keeper after September of 1960.  T-
Ann and Larry are both Texans and high school sweethearts.  They have been married for 36 
years.  They have three children and five grandchildren. 
 
Larry is a graduate of Texas A&M University.  He worked as a Fire Fighter/Police Officer/EMT at 
Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport where he worked for over 30 years.  He is now retired.  
 
T’Ann graduated from Tarrant County College and became a certified Surgical Technologist…aka 
a scrub nurse.  She is still working but has taken time off to live on our beautiful island this sum-
mer. 



3 

 

Docents Needed 

Would you like to spend a day on Seguin Island giving an historic narrative of Seguin and a tour 

of the Lighthouse Tower?  If so, please call Ken Young at 207 841-8562 or e-mail at 

youngkd@comcast.net. 

We need one or two people to occasionally welcome visitors to the top of the Island on Wednes-

days through the summer to the first Wednesday in October.  Training will be provided. 

FOSILS ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of FOSILS will be held August 24th at 5:30-6:00  P.M.at First Federal Sav-

ings Board Room for the purpose of receiving the President and Treasurer’s Reports, the elec-
tion of officers and Board of Directors, and any other new business. 

VISITORS 
 

We have had a wedding on the Island this summer, numerous overnight guest in the Guest 
Quarters and a steady flow of visitors , as many as 100+ in one day.  Plan a trip when you can, 
the Island will be open until Columbus Day!! 
Meet T’Anne and Larry Naugle, hike the trails, spend time in the museum and all the historic 
sites, visit the gift shop and climb the tower for spectacular 360° views. 

July 4th Parade 
 

Our lighthouse float made it down the parade route for the 4th of July Bath Heritage Days Pa-
rade, thanks mainly to Nat Hicks.  The float was accompanied by Rose Mulligan and family, 
Anne Morong, Sue Patton, Deb McKenna and Nat Hicks.  We thank Joe Rathmel for providing 
the trailer/truck and getting the various pieces together on his truck. 
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On-Island Report 
 

The week of May 5th , Jeff Jacobs, Rick Mayo and Ken Young made a trip to Seguin to assess 
the status of the buildings and the cove at the Island.  They also made a list of tools and items 
needed for opening day and planned projects for the Summer/Fall season. 
Tom McNamara and Cyndy Carney have joined our Wednesday Warriors although we can’t 
always make it on a Wednesday.  So far this season we have: 
-- replaced numerous fascia boards 
--taken down gutters 
--straightened the bird houses 
--repaired the cement pad by the back door of the main house 
--cement work on front yard walk repaired 
--taken down the large entrance doors to the tower, scraped and painted them to be re- 
        installed 
--bell cradle was scraped and painted 
--prepared the bell to be suspended from the cradle 
--Steve Daigle has replaced the shingles on the Engine House 
--the shingles on the main house have been replaced 
--boat ways reinforced 
--railing on the tram-way tightened 
--weed whacking done 
--Maine Island Trails people will be coming on July 22nd to weed whack under the tram 
--leveled the granite steps into the tower 
--caulked and painted numerous sills in the main house 
--scraped and painted entrance to the tower 
Thanks to all who have labored to maintain and improve the structures on the Island. 
 
 

Summer 2016 Caretakers 

Applications for Summer Keepers for 2016 or any other coming season are taken at any time.  
Go to our website www.seguinisland.org  for more information. 
 

http://www.seguinisland.org
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NEW DINGY AND LAWN MOWER 
  

We have a splendid new dingy at Seguin as the result of a generous gift from the James and 
Mabel Jacobs Charitable Trust.  It was made by North Atlantic Inflatables.  It’s ten feet long 
with an aluminum bottom. 
 
Our riding lawn mower finally gave up after several weeks and was unable to be repaired.  
Soooo we received a second gift from the James and Mable Jacobs Charitable Trust, of  a 
new riding lawn mower. 
 
Thank you Jeff!!!!! 
 
Here are some photos taken by Ken Young of the arrival of the new lawn mower.  Jeff  Ja-

Summer 2016 Caretakers 

Applications for Summer Keepers for 2016 or any other coming season are taken at any 
time.  Go to our website www.seguinisland.org  for more information. 
 

http://www.seguinisland.org
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 MOORING MAINTENANCE AND USE 

FOSILS has four guest moorings available on a first-come, first-served basis.  There is one addi-
tional mooring, reserved strictly for Coast Guard use.  Use of this mooring is strictly prohibited. 

The outer moorings are located in 40 to 45 feet of water.  Overnight use of the moorings is ac-
ceptable and a donation to FOSILS  is encouraged.  We urge boaters to use the moorings and 
please do “NOT” anchor in Seguin Cove because of the submerged cable leading to the Island.  
Remember, you will need a small dinghy to land on the Island after mooring your boat.  There is 
no dock for unloading passengers.  See the list below for Captains providing services to the is-
land.  

 
Captain Ethan DeBery, Seguin Island Ferry, Popham, ME  207-841-7977 
 
Or visit www.fishntripsmaine.com 
 Captain Thomas Ring of Atlantic Seal Cruises, Freeport, ME .  207 865-6112 

Or visit www.atlanticsealcruises.com  

Captain Ed Rice of Riverruntours, Bath, ME  207 504-2628 

Or visit www.riverruntours.com  

Captain Bruce White of Hayval Charters, Boothbay Harbor, ME 207 319-8123 

Or visit www.hayvalcharters.com 

 Captain Jim Gallea of Casco Bay Custom Charters Portland, ME 207 205-5796 

Or visit www.cascobaycustomcharters.com 

We Have Received a Grant 
 

We have received a grant of $5,000 from the Gertrude Rouse Hammond Trust. 
 
Gertrude spent her childhood summers on Rouse (now Cotton) Island, a small island in Todd’s 
Bay in the Kennebec near Georgetown.  It was owned by her grandfather, Dr. William Rouse.  Dr. 
Rouse also owned a home on High Street and a tavern on Front St.  His wife, Elvira, owned a 
millinery shop, also in Bath. 
 
Every year after 1917, Gertrude and her three siblings early looked forward to leaving hot Boston 
to spend their summers in Bath on Rouse Island with their eccentric grandfather. 
 
Early on she developed an understanding of island life.  This included a respect and fascination 
for light houses, especially Seguin, because of it’s important role safeguarding the ships as they 
neared the mouth of the Kennebec. 
 
As an adult, she was an avid genealogist who traced her ancestors back to the first Mayflower 
voyage.  In 2013, when she died at the age of 102, she was buried near many of those relatives in 
Oak Grove Cemetery in Bath.  
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 Stemless Etched White 
Wine Glass 

This elegant 9oz glass is a 
modern take on a classic 
design. Etched with our 
unique logo, they make 
great souvenirs and/or 

wonderful gifts. 

$12.00 or 2 for $22.00 

            Ceramic Coasters 
    Don’t just coast along … 4 ¼” X 
¼” coaster with our unique logo 
features a cork base and a finish 
that absorbs moisture & conden-
sation, making them perfect for 
protecting furniture while enter-

taining.  
 

$6.50 or 2 for $12.00 
 

 Old Fashion Etched Rocks 
Glass 

 This deluxe rocks glass holds 
10oz, crafted out of non-lead 
crystal with a unique blown 

bubble in the base. 
 

$14.00 or 2 for $26.00 

Greetings from our Memorabilia Committee as well as our of-
fice and on-island gift shops! 

 
We are pleased to offer up new and exciting merchandise for those who want a bit of Seguin on 
shore.  Our popular Seguin t-shirt has a new look offering up our logo in a contrasting navy blue 
print (as well as traditional white) so we can offer it in lighter colors.  We are offering new colors 
in the short sleeve t-shirts for adults, women and children.   Long sleeve t-shirts for adults also 
have some new color options – check them out online or if you are able to stop into one of our gift 
shop locations! 
   
Also new:  stemless etched white wine glasses, old fashioned etched rocks glasses and cork bottom 
ceramic coasters. 
 
Please check out our web site  www.seguinisland.org under the ‘SHOP’ tab for these and other Se-
guin Island Light Station items.  Reach out to the office (207-443-4808; keep-
er@seguinisland.org) for colors, sizes and availability or if you should have any questions! 
 
Your purchase will help to keep the light shining!  Thank you! 
 
Fair Winds and Following Seas 

http://www.seguin
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OUR GUEST QUARTERS 
 

Our Guest Quarters, located in the second half of the Keepers House, are available for member on-

ly rental.  The facilities includes two bedrooms, one with two twin beds and one with a double and 

a twin,  a kitchenette with microwave and coffee maker and apartment sized refrigerator, a com-

posting toilet and a bath with a shower.  Linens are provided, but you need to bring your own food 

and water.  Trash is carry out.  We appreciate that guests leave no trace. 

You need to arrange your own transportation, either with one of the Captains listed in the moor-

ings article, or take your own boat. 

To reserve please call the office at 207-443-4808 or email keeper@seguinisland.org 

  

Summerfest 6 

Maine Maritime Museum in Bath was the site of the Friends of Seguin Island Light Station’s annu-
al fundraiser on Friday, July 24 – an evening of friends, family and supporters of Seguin. 
We kicked off the evening with at least 75 in attendance, Lauren Crosby providing a backdrop of 

music.  There were many silent and live auction items to preview.  Back by popular demand there 

was a special champagne table with the winning glass taking home a beautiful anchor bracelet do-

nated by Pamela’s World.  We were pleased to have well known auctioneer Kaja Veilleux oversee-

ing our live auction. Byrne’s Catering provided a delicious buffet and brought along their signature 

beverage “Seguin Sangria!” 

Volunteer of the Year Award was a well-deserved recognition of Ethan DeBerys work for FOSILS.“  

Perhaps more commonly known as the Captain of the “Leeward”, Ethan is entrusted 
to be the transportation source for the Seguin Island Light Station Keepers each 
Summer(and the fill-in keepers each September and October.)  
Ethan is essential to FOSILS on land, as well as being a Board Member, he is a mem-
ber of the On-Island Committee.  The OIC is comprised of those who get the hands-
on-work done – they prioritize what is needed for upkeep, both short term and long 
term, and the oversee the completion front and center. 
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Summer Events 2015 
 

 

Bath Heritage Days  
July 2nd through July 5th 

 

Summerfest6 
Friday, July 24th 

 

National Lighthouse Day 
Friday, August 7th 

 

Georgetown Working 
League Fair 

Saturday, August 8th 

 

Closing Day 
Columbus Day, October 12th 

2015 Keepers, T-Ann and Larry Naugle provided the evening’s program, a presentation of past 
and present life on Seguin. 
We have many to thank for the success of our event this year, FOSIL Board and Committee Mem-
bers, Volunteers, local businesses who were generous with their donations and finally, our Corpo-
rate Sponsors. 
 First Federal Savings & Loan Association 
 Bath Savings Institution 
 Wilson’s Drug Store, Inc. 
 Byrnes Catering/Irish Pub 
 Tom and Dee Perry 
All in all a great success – we hope to see you next year for SummerFest 7. 
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Friends of Seguin Island 

72 Front Street, Suite 3 

Bath, ME 04530-2657 

PLEASE HELP US REDUCE COSTS! 
 

We are going green and saving the trees, as well as 

the island. In one effort we can reduce postage and 

paper by emailing you the newsletter.  

Contact us at: seguinmembersl@seguinisland.org 

with your email address.  

          Thank You! 

FRIENDS OF SEGUIN ISLAND, INC. 

72 Front Street, Suite 3, Bath, ME 04530 

Telephone: (207) 443-4808 

New Office Hours: Mon-Wed-Fri  9:00 — 3:00 

Administrative Coordinator- Catherine Jacobs 

keeper@seguinisland.org     www.seguinisland.org 

 Many Thanks 
The Board of Directors of FOSILS meets monthly in 

the First Federal board room - a very comfortable and 

convenient meeting space– one more way they show 

their support. Once again, we appreciate all that First 

Federal Savings and Loan and their employees do to 

support our efforts. 
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FOSIL’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS ••2015 

Deb McKenna  •• President 

Anne Morong •• Vice President 

Ken Young •• Secretary (Pro-Tem) 

DD Morong •• Treasurer 

Deb McKenna ••Cyndy Carney  ••  Ethan DeBery •• 
Kim Emerson  •• Nat Hicks ••Stefanie McElman   •• 
Ann Morong •• DD Morong   Rose Mulligan •• Sue 

Patton  •• Steve Thibodeau  •• Ellen Womer  •• Amos 
Wright  •• Ken Young 


